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of responsibility. The first task of the Assembly was to elect a
president; it elected Ebert; there could have been no other choice.
It may be taken either as a compliment or the reverse according
to one's political state of mind that there was no other man in
Germany more thoroughly deserving of the honour. Ebert at
once entrusted Schcidemann with the formation of a government.
It was completed very quickly., a coalition of Majority Socialists,,
Centrum, and Democrats, with a majority of ninety-five in a house
of four hundred and twenty-one members.

The whole episode was, in fact, astonishing evidence of the
rally to the democratic coalition and the paucity of support which
either revolution or reaction enjoyed in Germany. It did, from
the national point of view, justify the "men of November," now
known as "the November traitors," and in the circumstances the
election could, not without justice, be represented as having saved
Germany, that is, from the point of view of those who held that
either Socialism or reaction would have been its ruin.

What had made possible the victory had been the alliance
between the army command and the Ebert government. It was
an unequal alliance because, while the Government was concerned
only to use it to crush extremism, the army command regarded
the crushing of Bolshevism as only a stage in a process. This is
not to deny the sincerity of the democratic views expressed by
important representatives of the army, who were honestly willing
to try the experiment of parliamentary democracy. These, how-
ever, were not only in a minority but were quite clear that
democracy was not a cause to be fought for but an experiment to
be tried and if it did not produce efficient government to be dis-
carded. The majority of Ebcrt's military supporters were quite
frankly reactionary; they did not want necessarily a return of the
Hohenzollern, but they did want the maintenance of government
in the hands of those classes which had hitherto exercised it and
which were regarded by them as the incorruptible custodians of
that mysterious entity, Germany's honour.

The Assembly had two tasks, to settle the constitution and to
sign the Treaty of Peace. The lines on which the former would
be framed had been laid down by the election; the new constitution